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                                                            Duties of a King
                                                     The Mandate of Heaven.
The mandate of heaven was an advisory process conducted by the elder minister Yi Yin to the new King upon the death of his grandfather. This process gave the expectations and conformities that the King should always oblige. In the advisory and instructions issued, it presents the actions of a good king that were to be a guide for the new King as formerly practiced by the grandfather and King's before him.
Good kingship was the most advocated ideal in the mandate of heaven. Its provisions for the actions of authority and relations with the people. A good king is brilliant in substituting oppression with generous gentleness, loving those around them, respectful to elders, an excellent listener, non-resistant, taking on advice from elders and past historical contests, being a servant with humility, and an enabler of his subordinates not seeking perfection but loyalty. A king upholding these acts would be revered by the people and favored by the heavens in their reign.
There were many reasons why the last Xia king lost the mandate of heaven. This particular King did not uphold the requirements of a good king and ensure harmony with nature and the environment. The King exercised favoritism in appointments and did not cultivate virtues which ultimately brought down calamities in the people. This extract compares and contrasts with Artasastra such that both provide duties of a king concerning subordinates and the people. However, both take on different contexts to the event. It is a coronation in the mandate of heaven an advisory aspect in Arthasastra.

